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The word â€œromanticâ€• has so many varied meanings that C. S. Lewis quipped it should be

deleted from our vocabulary. Yet, from the perspective of English literature, â€œromanticâ€• is

associated, first and foremost, with the poetry of Romanticism, the movement that accentuated the

aesthetic value of emotion, human experience, and the majesty of nature. In this volume the finest

works of the first generation of Romantic Poetsâ€”Blake, Wordsworth, and Coleridgeâ€”are

assembled in an accessible and yet scholarly manner, together with a selection of contemporary

criticism by tradition-oriented experts, in order to introduce these poets to a new generation of

readers.
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I love the format! This is my favorite anthology of poetry. If you not only want to enjoy the poetry of

the early Romantic poets, but also learn and understand them and their poetry better, this is a great

book. As the subtitle says, this volume is focused on the three pivotal poets who set the romantic

poetry movement in motion, Blake, Wordsworth and Coleridge. The introduction and handful of

essays are geared towards the layman. They are not dumbed down, but still accessible.My two



favorite features of this volume are first, the generous and varied collection of verse by each poet. I

have the "Dover English Romantic Poetry: An Anthology" and though it contains Keats, Shelley, and

Byron, the poems are the usual 'top hits'. The Ignatius volume has a broader collection of poems. At

500 pages, this volume is also very substantial (Again, it is only Blake, Wordsworth and

Coleridge).My second favorite feature are the introductory notes to several important poems. They

bring to light the importance of the poem, its place in the author's life, and provide some basic

understanding. All of which add to the enjoyment of the ongoing reading of the poem itself. There

are substantial footnotes as well that help with archaic words, references, historical notes, etc..

Again these add much to the overall enjoyment of reading these important poems.As always,

Joseph Pearce and Ignatius Press have done a masterful job. Lovers of poetry can only hope they

will do more volumes of poetry in the Ignatius Critical Editions.

Fantastic book of poetry! Definitely my favorite poetry anthology I've ever read.
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